
Design Principles

Visual Communication



Balance

▪ Symmetrical
“Formal” balance – stable, precise

▪ Asymmetrical
“Informal” balance – active, modern

▪ Projects a designed look





Contrast

▪ Stresses differences

▪ Attracts attention

▪ Accents

▪ Defines and clarifies





Harmony

▪ Accentuates shared characteristics

▪ Controls contrast

▪ Creates associations

▪ Promotes order

▪ Sustains attention





Proportion

▪ Relative relationships among elements

▪ Determines dimensions

▪ Provides order

▪ Divides space

▪ Golden Ratio: 1.618 or phi (      )













Movement

▪ Guides the viewer

▪ Controls eye movement

▪ Attracts attention

▪ Kinesthetic response

▪ Rhythm – repetition in a direction







Unity

▪ An “theme” throughout a project

▪ Unities all elements together

▪ Adds purpose

▪ Unifies a project




